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Dear Parents/Carers




   15th December 2011

As we come to the end of the term, I am writing on behalf of all staff to thank you for your support over what has been an unsettled term for the school.  Ofsted’s visit last week and its findings have supported our view of where we are at present and where we want to be in the future.  With your support and the drive from the new team in January I feel sure we will make the necessary progress towards meeting our goals. 
This term has ended with super performances from the children and showcased how great they are; confident, responsive and full of energy and joy.  These are the qualities I want to see linked to high quality learning outcomes in their books and on the walls of our school.  In January our key focus areas will be maths, writing (content and presentation) and reading.  This core of subjects will be delivered using interesting topics of a half terms length, more of this in January.  

Over the holiday encourage your children to read the new books they get for Christmas and to write a diary of their holiday – a little every day.  Those completing diaries are to bring them in to school for me to see and I will be giving them a certificate and sticker.  I will be looking for neat presentation and colourful pictures.

Goodbyes and Good Luck 
We are saying good luck to Mrs Hamer leaving to have a baby – how exciting for her.  We say goodbye to Miss Copley who moves on to a new stage of her career wishing her well for a successful future and thanking her for her work here over the last five years.
We also say goodbye to Mrs Hayter after 22 years with the school, what service she has given.  She is hoping to spend more time with her family and we know she will keep busy as that is her way; always full of energy and brio.  We will miss her but wish her all that is good for the future.     
Finally, thank you for welcoming me as your Executive Head Teacher.  I look forward to continuing, in January, the journey we have started.  As I said at the concerts, put the children at the heart of your Christmas, give time not money and by your manners and attitude give them a model that they and I can use in the future.  They are what we make them – what a responsibility we adults have.  

Staffing
Mrs Helen Smith will no longer be teaching in Foundation Unit but will be still planning and overseeing the unit.  Miss Lucy Wilson will be stepping up as a qualified teacher and Mrs Eve Smith will now be in the Unit as Teaching Assistant.

House System
We are introducing a house system in the new year and over the Christmas holidays we would like the children to think of suitable names, if you have any ideas write them down ad leave them at the School Office.

Parent Governor Election

The three parents elected to be Governors were Janice Hart, Andrew Johnson and Stewart Mackie.   The Governing Body is looking forward to working these new Governors.

Many thanks to the five candidates who put their names forward for showing support to the school in this way. And thanks to all of you who took the trouble to vote in this important election.

Family Learning Event 

Carol Talbot would like to thank everyone who came along to Christmas Crafts session on Monday - the children have made some beautiful Christmas tree decorations!  Special thanks also to the mums and dads who stayed behind to help sweep up the glitter & tidy up the hall. It is always very much appreciated. 

PTA Update 
PTA AGM – You are all invited to join the PTA team at the PTA Annual General Meeting on Thursday 26th January 2012 at 7pm at school.  This is the meeting where the committee is voted for the up-coming year, a review of the previous 12 months and a broad outline plan for the next 12 months including future events and purchases by the PTA.  

All parents/carers are most welcome and if anyone is interested in coming to a PTA meeting for the first time, this is a great one to come to!  We would be delighted to see you and if you would like to consider joining the committee, please come and talk to Liz Johnson (Chair), Donna Cooper (Secretary) and Kirsty Mackie (Treasurer).  You do not have to come to every meeting to be part of the PTA; every parent/carer is a member just by having children in our school.  Coming to PTA meetings once a month gives you the chance to be more involved with the detail of running events, making purchasing decisions and generally becoming part of a fantastic and supportive PTA team.

Our best wishes to your and yours for a happy Christmas and we will see you all on Wednesday 4th January 2012 when we open for the spring term.


A Very Merry Christmas to you all

Yours sincerely
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