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WILDMOOR HEATH’S APPROACH TO TEACHING WRITING 
 
There are many strands that children need to acquire before they become confident and fluent writers, 
able to write for different genre in a range of styles across all areas of the curriculum. At Wildmoor Heath, 
we aim to ensure that all children learn these strands, beginning with the skills of transcription through to 
developing the skills of composition by the end of KS2. 
 

 
 
 
FOCUS FOR WRITING 
 
We recognise that there are three crucial areas to focus on when 
planning the teaching of writing. 
 
Spoken language underpins the development of writing. The quality 
and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for 
developing their vocabulary and grammar. Through using language 
and hearing how others use it, children become able to describe the 
world, make sense of life's experiences and achieve more. They 
learn to use language as a tool for thinking, collectively and alone. 
During a pupil’s seven years at our school, we introduce a 
progressive range of vocabulary across all curriculum subjects, 
immersing all our learners in language and building up their 
personal bank of vocabulary. We aim to ensure all children hear 
high quality verbal input and have varied opportunities to develop 
these vital skills through games, storytelling, drama, song, poetry, 
performances, debates and presentation. This enables our learners 
to become effective communicators both verbally and in their 
writing.  
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WRITING PROGRESSION 
 
In Reception, children will start to learn how to form letters correctly. They will be encouraged to use 
their knowledge of phonics (Appendix 1) to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. By 
the end of the year, they will be expected to write simple sentences which can be read by themselves 
and others. In Year 1, children will be taught to write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to 
write about, put several sentences together and re-read their writing to check it makes sense. They will 
also be expected to discuss what they have written and to read it aloud. In Year 2, children learn to write 
for a range of purposes, including stories, information texts and poetry. Children are encouraged to plan 
what they are going to write and to read through their writing to make corrections and improvements. 
 
In Years 3 and 4, children are encouraged to draft and write by talking about their writing. They will 
continue to learn how to organise paragraphs and, if they are writing non-fiction, to use headings. When 
they are writing stories, they will learn to use settings, characters and plots. Children in Years 3 and 4 will 
be expected to use what they know about grammar in their writing and to read through what they have 
written, to find ways to improve it.  
 
In Years 5 and 6, children will continue to develop their skills in planning, drafting and reviewing what 
they have written. Children learn to identify the audience for and purpose of their writing. They will be 
expected to use grammar appropriately. In non-fiction writing, children will use headings, bullet points 
and other ways to organise their writing. They will be expected to describe settings, characters and to 
use dialogue in their stories. 
 
IMPORTANCE OF MODELLING  
 
To assist children in achieving higher expectations in writing, teachers at Wildmoor Heath use 
modelling techniques to share good quality texts. Following careful assessment and when the 
children are ready, the teacher moves through the Gradual Release Model (I do, We do, You 
do), to help to develop independence.  
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PLANNING FOR WRITING: WRITING 
PURPOSES   
 
The following overview is used to ensure 
teachers plan for children to be able to write for 
different purposes. In KS1, children start with 
Writing to Entertain and Writing to Inform, 
adding Writing to Persuade in Lower KS2 and 
Writing to Discuss at Upper KS2. The writing 
purposes are spread throughout the year, 
allowing for revision as well as new learning.  
 

 
 

 
 
PLANNING FOR WRITING: ENGLISH 
CURRICULUM MAP  
 
In addition to mapping out the different writing 
purposes across the year, we ensure that 
different text types are included and, where 
possible, linked to the whole class quality text 
being read. The English Curriculum Map 
details the term’s theme, the quality texts being 
used (both for reading and writing), the writing 
purposes and the writing genre unit for each 
term. This is a fluid document, updated each 
term, changing with the needs and interests of 
the children.  
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PLANNING FOR WRITING: YEAR OBJECTIVES 
 
From the Writing Purposes Overview, the National Curriculum objectives have been mapped out 
for each year group, as well as additional features (gold standard) that are relevant for each text 
type. This provides progression of writing skills across the school. These objectives are used to 
plan a Wildmoor Heath Writing Journey unit and as success criteria at the end of the writing 
unit. 
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Writing Journey: 
 
At all times, children are involved and aware of the writing journey and each stage through to 
publishing their final draft. The following structure will be visible in books and on display: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPELLING 
 
At the beginning of each term, children are tested on a list of words working through the spelling 
rules and patterns. Staff identify the common gaps in specific rules and patterns, which are then 
taught that term. Spellings are taught explicitly and regular opportunities to practise the spelling 
patterns are planned for every day, with sessions lasting around 15 to 20 minutes. Weekly 
spellings are added to the online app ‘Spelling Shed’ and children are encouraged to practise 
their spellings as part of their home learning every day. Children who still require spelling 
support, work daily for 15 mins in a small group and may have alternative spelling lists each 
week depending on their gaps. In addition, some children are identified as priority spellers and 
they will practise spelling the common exception/tricky words (Appendix 2) or additional 
spelling gaps with an adult. 
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HANDWRITING 
 
We follow the Letterjoin handwriting scheme throughout the school. In Reception, children begin 
to develop letter formation. Children are expected to learn to join their writing from Year 1. From 
Year 2, and when ready, children are given the opportunity to practise their handwriting using a 
pen, as well as writing their final draft with pen. We use the ‘Good Practice for Handwriting’ 
guide from the National Handwriting Association to identify and address any children struggling 
with their handwriting. 
 
ASSESSMENT & MONITORING 
 
Children are encouraged to assess their own writing. From that piece of writing, teachers 
identify strengths and areas to improve. They complete a relevant year’s assessment grid for 
each child, which is stuck in their Writing Journal books, and then identify whether they are 
working at (EXS), above (GDS) or below (WT) the current year’s objectives. Senior Leaders 
gather examples of each year’s expected standard of writing to create a portfolio for staff to use 
to assist with their assessment judgements. In Year 6, the Department for Education’s 
exemplification documents are used. 
 
Senior Leaders look at English and Writing Journal books each term. They are looking for 
evidence of the Writing Journey within books and on display and to see progress throughout the 
year (and throughout the school). Staff meetings are arranged for all staff to share good practice 
in writing and to undertake writing moderation. Y6 staff attend writing moderation sessions 
within Bracknell Forest and with other Greenshaw Learning Trust schools. 
 
NON-NEGOTIABLES  
 
Writing: 

● When planning, use the English Curriculum Map for texts/genres; use objectives from the 
Writing Purposes Planning (to use as grammar features) and follow the Wildmoor Heath 
Writing Journey structure, using these objectives for assessment 

● Plan to teach writing in chunks with a big focus on oral rehearsal, vocabulary and 
sentence composition 

● Teachers MUST model their writing and explicitly discuss language choices 
● Each stage of the writing journey should be visible (explicit to children) on display and 

books 
● Challenge GDS writers by discussing word choices and mood/tone of the text 

 
Handwriting: 

● Follow the Letterjoin scheme 
● Handwriting practice must be every day with the joins for the week being taught explicitly 

(using a visualiser or handwritten on a flipchart) from Year 2 onwards 
● Children can use pen for any final draft writing (in writing journals or for display) and in 

handwriting books. 
 
Phonics/Spelling: 

● Phonics/Spelling practice must be every day – use Spelling Shed scheme or add own 
list of gap words to Spelling Shed 

● Spelling test and dictations each week 
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https://nha-handwriting.org.uk/shop/good-practice-for-handwriting/


Appendix 1: Effective Writing Teaching Research 
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