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YEAR  HISTORICAL 
LANGUAGE 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER  

Reception 
 
 

 today, yesterday, tomorrow, the present, the past, the future, day, week, month, long ago, old, new/recent, me, myself, 
siblings, parent, grandparent, great grandparent, family, relative, clue, change, memory, remember, lifetime, calendar, 
old, new, same, different, home, tradition, celebration, groups, community 

Year 1 
 
 

year, decade, century, 
modern, long ago, timeline, 
date order, similar, different, 
because, important, living 
memory, remember, past, 
present, time, 

Neil Armstrong – first man on the 
moon 
Neil Armstrong, travel, pioneer, 
significant, America, space, rocket, 
moon landing, NASA, Earth, 
astronaut, orbit, America 

Now and then – Homes 
houses, similarities, differences, 
chronology, long ago, in the past, 
years ago, Victorian, Queen Victoria, 
bay window, iron railings, Flemish 
brick bonding, patterns, brickwork, 
stained glass, roof, slate, garage, 
sash window 

Seaside’s from the past  
Edwardian, Victorian, steam train, 
seaside holiday, beach, Ferris wheel, 
Punch and Judy show, beach hut, 
pier, kite, swimming costume, ice 
cream, rock 
 
Grace Darling 
Grace Darling, lighthouse, boat, 
survivors, wreck, heroine, storm, 
rescue, waves, Northumberland 

Year 2 
 
 

passing of time, in order of 
events, timeline, before I was 
born, sequence, weeks, days, 
living memory, beyond living 
memory, chronological order, 
historians, research, evidence, 
opinion, experts, artefact, 
similar, different, compare, 
when? why? During the reign 
of… 

The Gunpowder Plot 
Guy Fawkes, Guido, parliament, 
Protestants, Catholics, Robert 
Catesby, King James I, 
government, gunpowder, 
unsuccessful, traitor, remembered, 
peasantry 
 
The Great Fire of London 
London, capital city, 17th century, 
Pudding Lane, bakery, River 
Thames, plague, rebuilt, great fire, 
Samuel Pepys, Tower of London, 
architect, Sir Christopher Wren, St 
Paul’s Cathedral, diary, firebreak, 
Charles II 

Medieval Castles 
castle, moats, drawbridges, keep, 
arrow-slits, battlements, knights, 
peasants, taxes, motte, bailey 
 
William the Conqueror 
Norman conquest, King Harold, 
William the Conqueror, Battle of 
Hastings, Bayeux Tapestry 

Toys and games from the past 
toys, materials, modern, old, historic, 
children, play, wooden, plastic, 
electricity, money, rocking horse, toy 
soldier, tea set, doll’s house, wooden 
blocks, jack-in-the-box, whip and top, 
doll, diabolo, toy ship, teddy bear, 
marbles  
 
Queen Victoria 
Queen, Queen Victoria, Victorians, 
reign, monarch, royal, United 
Kingdom, Prince Albert, Victorian 
times, achievements, changes, 
contributions, succeed/succession, 
throne, crowned, Britain,  
 
Victorian Seaside / transport 



Victorian, steam train, seaside 
holiday, beach, Ferris wheel, Punch 
and Judy show, beach hut, pier, kite, 
swimming costume, ice cream, rock, 
transport, railway, station, carriages, 
horse drawn carriage, wagons, 
omnibuses, motorcars, bicycle, tram,  

Year 3 
 
 

chronological order, B.C.E. 
(Before the Common Era), 
C.E. (The Common Era), B.E. 
(Before Christ), A.D. (Anno 
Domini), thousands of years, 
timeline, sequence, primary 
source, primary evidence, 
secondary source, secondary 
evidence, significant, contrast, 
influence 

Stone Age to Bronze Age 
prehistory, sacrifice, ancestors, 
Neolithic, Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, 
Neanderthal, Homosapiens, 
settlement, Britons, Druid, tribe, 
tribal, hunter gatherers, Stone Age, 
Bronze Age, Skara Brae, hillfort, 
conquest, Briton, Emperor Hadrian, 
Stonehenge, pelt, beaker, Celt, 
bronze, roundhouse, smelting, 
nomad, farmer, quern, borer 

Shackleton’s journey 
explorer, Endurance, Sir Ernest 
Shackleton, navy, flag, cold, knighted, 
trek, ship, discover, South Pole, 
Antarctica, volcano, depot, rations, 
compass, frostbite, capsize, 
dehydration, blizzard, gale, glacier, 
Weddell Sea, evacuate, Elephant 
Island, gullies, deep crevasses, 
glaciers, Whaling Station 

Iron Age 
Celts, hillforts, swords, daggers, 
arrow heads, farming, farmers, 
armour, shields, roundhouses, 
smithing, Britons, tribe, cloak, dress, 
tunic, shoes, warrior, Boudicca, 

Year 4   
 
 

AD, BC, CE, BCE, era, 
chronology, impact, invasion, 
achievements, legacy, 
artefact, evidence, primary/ 
secondary source / evidence, 
narrative, change, Towards 
the end of the Roman 
empire…, innovation, conquer, 
structure, similarity, contrast, 

The Roman Empire 
Ancient civilisation,  
Rome, Romans, Empire, 
achievement, empire, invasion, rise, 
fall, Julius Caesar, coliseum, 
barbarian, Emperor, chariot, 
gladiator, Colosseum, chariot 
racing, Circus Maximus, Ager, 
aqueduct, Londinium, Hadrian’s 
wall, Boudicca, Iceni tribe, toga, 
Centurion, amphitheatre, Senate, 
republic, mosaic, arch, tunic, 
Pantheon, legionary, civilisation, 
army/soldiers, Gaius Marius, 
conquest, hypocaust, aquilla, Circus 
Maximus, testudo, invention, 
Etruscans, slaves, architecture, 
columns, pediment, roads, law, 
plebians, Roman numerals 

 Ancient Egypt 
ancient civilisation, empire, Pharoah, 
pyramid, tomb, sarcophagus, 
mythology, River Nile, mummy, 
hieroglyphics, monument, papyrus, 
archaeologist, Tutankhamun, scarab, 
papyrus, scribe, amulet, canopic jar, 
afterlife, mummification, irrigation, 
shaduf, Sphinx, oasis, Egyptologist, 
Ankh, barter, Rosetta Stone, Vizier, 
agriculture, calendar 

Year 5  
 
 

invasion, culture, beliefs, 
achievements, evidence, 
primary / secondary source / 
evidence, analyse, change, 
continuity, significant, cause, 
consequence, similarity, 

History of Flight 
Aviation, aeroplane, helicopter, 
balloon, airship, flight, lift, drag, 
wings, rudder, tail, fin, fuselage, 
ailerons, elevators, landing gear, 
takeoff, landing, pitch, roll, 

Anglo Saxons and Vikings – 
Invaders and Settlers 
immigration, emigration, settlement, 
refugee, arrive, remain, reside, 
conquer, land, stay, visit, attack, 
defeat, conquer, influence, invaders, 

Ancient Greece 
civilisation, independent city-state, 
empire, government, slaves, citizen, 
Olympic Games, tyrant, democracy, 
vote, Sparta, Athens, Persia, hoplite, 
Marathon, democracy, Battle of 



difference, trends, 
interpretation, artefact, 
hierarchy, bias, prejudice, 
oppression, empire, rebellion, 
retreat 

navigation, Wright Brothers, 
Hindenburg, hot air balloon, kites, 
gliders, Flyer, engine, propeller,  
Space Race 
Spacecraft, gravity, flight, NASA, 
Soviet, satellite, Apollo 11, Sputnik, 
rivalry, Russia, USA, rocket, John F 
Kennedy, Alan Shepherd, Yuri 
Gargarin, Neil Armstrong, Buzz 
Aldrin, Michael Collins, Valentina 
Tereshkova 

settlers, long-ship, monastery, pagan, 
raider, warrior, wergild, Danelaw, 
hoard, Norse myths, Anglo Saxons, 
Romans, Britons, Picts, Scotland, 
Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Sutton Hoo, 
Tiw, Woden, Thor, Frig, St Augustine, 
Irish monks, Iona, Bede (Father), 
Vikings, Lindisfarne, Alfred the Great, 
King Edgar the Peaceful, King Cnut, 
King Sveyn, King Edward, Ethelred 
the Unready, Edmund Ironside 

Marathon, Persians, Olympic Games, 
amphitheatre, 

Year 6  
 
 

ideologies, political, religious, 
cultural, diversity, significant, 
Throughout the Maya 
period…, cultural context, 
advocate, democracy, 
interpretation, commemorate 

World War II – Evacuees / The 
Battle of Britain 
propaganda, billeting officer, blitz, 
evacuation, evacuee, Spitfire, 
Hurricane, Messerschmitt  
Nazi, RAF, Luftwaffe, barrage 
balloons, Anderson shelter, 
Morrison shelter, Hitler, Churchill, 
Chamberlain, axis and allies, 
commonwealth 

Ancient Mayans 
Maya, Mayans, Ahaw, Batab, cacao, 
cenote, city-state, glyph, haab’, huipil, 
popol vuh, Pre-classic period, Post-
classic period, pyramid, quetzal, stela, 
Tikal, Tzolk’in, uinal, Yucatan 
Peninsula 

Darwin and the voyage of the 
Beagle 
Adaptation, ancestor, Charles Darwin, 
evolution, geology, HMS Beagle, 
natural history, natural selection, 
naturalist, traits 

 


