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Area of Learning Autumn 1 
It’s Good to be 

me! 

Autumn 2 
Let’s Celebrate! 

Spring 1 
It’s getting cold! 

Spring 2 
Going Green! 

Summer 1 
Marvellous 
Minibeast  

Summer 2 
Off Exploring... 

Communication 
and Language 

 

 

Understand how to 
listen carefully and 
why listening is 
important. 
Engage in story 
times, rhymes, and 
songs. 
Maintain attention in 
whole class/groups. 
Follow 1 step 
instructions. 
 
Understand ‘why’ 
questions. 
Use sentences 4-6 
words. 
Use talk to organise 
play. 
Use sentences 
joined up with 
words like 
‘because’ and ‘or’. 
 

Engage in story 
times. 
Maintain attention in 
new situations. 
Ask questions to 
find out more and 
to check they 
understand what 
has been said to 
them. 
Follow instructions 
with 2 parts in a 
familiar situation. 
Start a conversation 
with peers and 
familiar adults. 
Develop social 
phrases 

 
 

Listen attentively in 
a range of 
situations. 
Maintain attention 
during appropriate 
activity. 
Engage in non-
fiction books. 
Consider the listener 
and take turns. 
Begin to use past 
tense. 
Begin to recount 
past events. 
 
 
 
 

Understand why 
listening is important. 
Maintain attention in 
different contexts. 
Use talk to help work 
out problems and 
organise thinking 
and activities explain 
how things work and 
why they might 
happen. 
Ask questions to find 
out more and check 
understanding. 
Articulate their ideas 
and thoughts in well-
formed sentences. 
Listen to and talk 
about selected non-
fiction to develop a 
deep familiarity with 
new knowledge and 
vocabulary 
Begin to connect one 
idea or action to 
another using a 
range of connectives. 

Listen and 
understand 
instructions while 
busy with another 
task. 
Maintain activity while 
listening. 
Understand how, 
why, where 
questions. 
Describe events in 
some detail. 
Express ideas about 
feelings and 
experiences. 
Articulate their 
ideas and thoughts 
in well-formed 
sentences. 
Use language to 
reason. 
 
 
 
 

Listen and respond 
with relevant 
questions, comments, 
or actions. 
Attend to others in 
play. 
Make comments and 
clarify thinking with 
questions. 
Retell the story 
once they have 
developed a deep 
familiarity with the 
text; some as exact 
repetition and some 
in their own words. 
Speak in well-formed 
sentences with some 
detail. 
Use new vocabulary 
in different 
contexts. 
Use past, present, 
and future tenses in 
conversation with 
peers and adults. Use 
conjunctions to 
extend and articulate 
their ideas. 

 
  



Area of 
Learning 

Autumn 1 
It’s Good to be 

me! 

Autumn 2 
Let’s Celebrate! 

Spring 1 
It’s getting cold! 

Spring 2 
Going Green! 

Summer 1 
Marvellous 
Minibeast  

Summer 2 
Off Exploring... 

Literacy 
 

 

Comprehension: 
Listen and enjoy 
sharing a range of 
books. 
Hold a book correctly, 
handle with care. 
Know that a book has 
a beginning and an 
end and can hold the 
book the right way up 
and turn some pages 
appropriately. 
Know that text in 
English is read top to 
bottom and left to right. 
Know the difference 
between text and 
illustrations. 
Recognise some 
familiar words in print, 
e.g., own name or 
advertising logos. 
Enjoy joining in with 
rhyme, songs and 
poems. 
Explain in simple terms 
what is happening in a 
picture in a familiar 
story. 
Complete a repeated 
refrain in a familiar 
rhyme, story or poem 
being read aloud. 

Comprehension:  
Experience and 
respond to different 
types of books, e.g., 
story books, 
factual/real-world 
books, rhyming and 
non-rhyming stories, 
realistic and fantasy 
stories. 
Respond to ‘who’, 
‘where’ ‘what’ and 
‘when’ questions linked 
to text and illustrations.  
Make simple 
inferences to answer 
yes/no questions about 
characters' emotions in 
a familiar picture book 
read aloud to them, 
with prompts. 
Sequence two events 
from a familiar story, 
using puppets, pictures 
from book or role-play. 
 
 

 
  

Comprehension: Use 
picture clues to help 
read a simple text. 
Make a simple 
prediction based on 
the pictures or text of a 
straightforward story 
that is read aloud to 
them. 
Show understanding of 
some words and 
phrases in a story that 
is read aloud to them. 
Express a preference 
for a book, song or 
rhyme, from a limited 
selection. 
Play is influenced by 
experience of books 
(small world, role play). 
 

Comprehension: 
Retell stories in the 
correct sequence, 
draw on language 
patterns of stories. 
With prompting, show 
understanding of many 
common words and 
phrases in a story that 
is read aloud to them. 
Suggest how an 
unfamiliar story read 
aloud to them might 
end. 
Give a simple opinion 
on a book they have 
read, when prompted.  
Recognise repetition of 
words or phrases in a 
short passage of text. 
Play influenced by 
experience of books  
Innovate a well-known 
story with support. 

Comprehension: 
Correctly sequence a 
story or event using 
pictures and/or 
captions.  
Make simple, 
plausible suggestions 
about what will 
happen next in a book 
they are reading. 
Know the difference 
between different 
types of texts (fiction, 
nonfiction, poetry) 
Make inferences to 
answer a question 
beginning 'Why do 
you think…?' in a 
picture book that has 
been read to them, 
where answer is 
clearly signposted. 
Play influenced by 
experience of books - 
gestures and actions 
used to act out a 
story, event or rhyme 
from text or 
illustrations.  

Comprehension: Play 
influenced by 
experience of books - 
act out stories through 
role play activities, 
using simple props 
(e.g. hats, masks, 
clothes, etc.) and 
appropriate 
vocabulary. Innovate a 
known story. 
Recall the main points 
in text in the correct 
sequence, using own 
words and include new 
vocabulary. 
When prompted, say 
whether they liked or 
disliked a book, and 
give a simple 
justification or make a 
relevant comment. 
With prompting, 
sometimes show 
understanding of some 
less familiar words and 
phrases in a story that 
is read aloud to them. 

High Quality 
Texts 

 
 

All are welcome Here 
The Colour Monster 

Pete the Cat  
Shark in the Park 

Owl Babies 
The Gruffalo  

Little Red Riding Hood 
Stick Man 

Lost and Found 
The Ginger Bread Man  

Mr Wolf Pancakes 

Farmer Duck  
Whatever Next 

Somebody Swallowed 
Stanley 

Supertato 

Handa’s Surprise  
The three little pigs  

The very Hungry 
Caterpillar 

Oliver’s Vegetables 

The Tiger who came to 
Tea  

Where the wild things 
are  

How many Legs? 
Old Mikambia had a 

Farm 



 Books are chosen throughout the year that:  
Elicit a strong response such as curiosity, anger, excitement, laughter, empathy. 

- Have a strong narrative that will sustain multiple readings – talk for writing.  
- Extend children’s vocabulary 

- Have illustrations which are engaging and reflect children from all backgrounds and cultures. 
- Help children connect with who they are. 

- Help children to understand the lives of people whose experiences and perspectives may be different to their own.  
 

 

Area of Learning Autumn 1 
It’s Good to be 

me! 

Autumn 2 
Let’s Celebrate! 

Spring 1 
It’s getting cold! 

Spring 2 
Going Green! 

Summer 1 
Marvellous 
Minibeast  

Summer 2 
Off Exploring... 

Literacy Word Reading: Hear 
general sound 
discrimination and be 
able to orally blend 
and segment. 
 

Word Reading: 
Read individual 
letters by saying the 
sounds for them. 
Blend sounds into 
words, so that they 
can read short 
words made up of 
known letter-sound 
correspondences.  
Read a few common 
exception words 
matched to the 
school’s phonic 
programme. 

Word Reading: 
Read individual 
letters by saying the 
sounds for them. 
Blend sounds into 
words, so that they 
can read short 
words made up of 
known letter-sound 
correspondences. 
Read a few common 
exception words 
matched to the 
school’s phonic 
programme. 

Word Reading: 

Read some letter 

groups that each 

represent one 

sound and say 

sounds for them. 

Read simple 

phrases and 

sentences made up 

of words with 

known letter–sound 

correspondences 

and, where 

necessary, a few 

exception words. 

 

Word Reading: 

Read some letter 

groups that each 

represent one 

sound and say 

sounds for them. 

Read simple 

phrases and 

sentences made up 

of words with 

known letter–sound 

correspondences 

and, where 

necessary, a few 

exception words. 

Word Reading: 
Read some tricky 
words from Phase 4 
e.g. said, like, have, 
so. 
Re-read what they 
have written to 
check that it makes 
sense. 
 

Re-read books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment. 
 Read books consistent with their phonic knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Area of Learning Autumn 1 
It’s Good to be 

me! 

Autumn 2 
Let’s Celebrate! 

Spring 1 
It’s getting cold! 

Spring 2 
Going Green! 

Summer 1 
Marvellous 
Minibeast  

Summer 2 
Off Exploring... 

 
Phonics 

Phase 1/2 
Hear general sound 
discrimination, 
identify rhythm, 
rhyme, alliteration 
and be able to orally 
blend and segment 
simple words. 
 
1:1 phonics 
assessments for all 
pupils. 
 
Teach Phase 2- 

(Start 2nd week, 1 
sound per day: 
whole class) 
s, a, t, p, (s, a, t, p- 
revision) 
i, n, m, d, language 
session- captions 
g, o, c, k, language 
session- ‘and’ and 
‘to’ 
ck, e, u, r, language 
session- the, no, 
go.  
h, b, ff, ll, ss, 
language session-  
I, into, her.  

 

Phase 2 
Know grapheme 
phoneme 
correspondence of 19 
letters.   
Blend with known 
letters for reading VC 
and CVC words.  
Orally segment for 
VC and CVC words 
for spelling 
Know high-frequency 
common words (the, 
to, no, go). 
 
Start ability 
groups/Give out 
individual reading 
books accordingly  

 

Phase 2/ 3 

Know all phase 2 

sounds. 

Know tricky words - 

the, to, and, no, go, I 

Blend and segment 

known sounds for 

reading and spelling 

VC, CVC, CVCC 

 
1:1 phonics 
assessments/ 
interventions 
 
Teach phase 3 -  

J, v, w, x,  
language session- 
me, be 
y, zz, qu,  
language session- 
he, my, by, she 

ch, sh, th, ng,  
language session- 
they 
ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, 
language session- 
we, are 
ar, or, ur, ow, oi,  
language session- 
you 
ear, air, ure, ur, 
language session- all, 
was, give, live 
 

Phase 3 

Write graphemes and 

digraphs when they 

hear them, using a 

sound mat or sound 

wall for support if 

needed. 

 

Reassess retention of 
sounds and regroup 
where needed. 
 
Consolidation of 
Phase 3 sounds.  
 
Start Phase 4 to 
those children who 
are ready 
 

Phase 3/4 

Consolidate phase 3 

skills. 

 

Continue to apply 

knowledge of 

blending and 

segmenting to 

reading and spelling 

simple two-syllable 

words and captions. 

Write more 

graphemes from 

memory and write a 

simple sentence 

using phonic 

knowledge. 

 

- 1:1 phonics 
assessments/interv
entions 

- Teach Phase 4-  
- Adjacent cvcc 

words, language 
session- said, have, 
like, so, do 

- Adjacent ccvc 
words, language 
session- some, 
come, were, there, 
little.  

- Adjacent 
ccvcc/cccvc/cccvcc 
words- one, when, 
out, what. 

-Assessment games 

on Bug club 

Phase 3/4 
Consolidate phase 2 
and 3 skills. 
Read CVCC words 
Know adjacent 
consonants – sk, cr, 
sl, tr, dr, scr, st, spr, 
pl, sw, fr, sn, sm, vr 
Read tricky words 
do, when, out what, 
said, have, like, so. 
 
Represent each of 
42 phonemes by a 
grapheme and blend 
phonemes to read 
CVC words and 
segment CVC words 
for spelling.   
 
Write longer 
sentences using 
phonic knowledge, 
write digraphs and 
trigraphs. 
 
1:1 Phonics 
assessments and 
regrouping/interventio
ns for specific pupils. 
 

  



Area of 
Learning 

Autumn 1 
It’s Good to be 

me! 

Autumn 2 
Let’s Celebrate! 

Spring 1 
It’s getting cold! 

Spring 2 
Going Green! 

Summer 1 
Marvellous 
Minibeast  

Summer 2 
Off Exploring... 

Literacy  Emergent writing: 

Develop listening and 

speaking skills in a 

range of contexts. 

Aware that writing 

communicates 

meaning. Give 

meaning to marks 

they make. 

Understand that 

thoughts can be 

written down. Write 

their name copying it 

from a name card or 

try to write it from 

memory. 

 

Composition: Use 

talk to organise 

describe events and 

experiences. 

 

 

Spelling: Orally 

segment sounds in 

simple words. 

Write their name 

copying it from a 

name card or try to 

write it from memory. 

Handwriting: Know 
that print carries 
meaning and in 
English, is read from 
left to right and top to 
bottom.  
Draws lines and 
circles. 
 

Emergent writing: 

Copies adult writing 

behaviour e.g. writing 

on a whiteboard, 

writing messages. 

Makes make marks 

and drawings using 

increasing control. 

Know there is a 

sound/symbol 

relationship. Use 

some recognisable 

letters and own 

symbols.  Write letters 

and strings, 

sometimes in clusters 

like words. 

Composition:  Use 

talk to link ideas, 

clarify thinking and 

feelings. Understands 

that thoughts and 

stories can be written 

down. 

Spelling: Orally spell 

VC and CVC words by 

identifying the sounds.  

Write own name. 

 

 

Handwriting: Form 

letters from their name 

correctly. Recognise 

that after a word there 

is a space. 

 

 

Emergent writing: 

Use appropriate 

letters for initial 

sounds.  

 

Composition:  Orally 

compose a sentence 

and hold it in memory 

before attempting to 

write it. 

 

Spelling: Spell to 

write VC and CVC 

words independently 

using Phase 2 

graphemes. 

 

 

Handwriting: Shows 

a dominant hand. 

Write from left to right 

and top to bottom. 

Begin to form 

recognisable letters. 

 

Emergent writing: 

Build words using 

letter sounds in 

writing. 

 

Composition:  Orally 
compose a sentence 
and hold it in memory 
before attempting to 
write it and use simple 
conjunctions. 
Spelling: Spell to 

write VC, CVC and 

CVCC words 

independently using 

Phase 2 and phase 3 

graphemes. 

Spell some irregular 

common (tricky) 

words e.g. the, to, no, 

go independently. 

Handwriting: Holds a 

pencil effectively to 

form recognisable 

letters.  

 

 

Emergent writing: 

Continue to build on 

knowledge of letter 

sounds to build 

words in writing. Use 

writing in play. Use 

familiar words in their 

writing. 

 

Composition: Write a 

simple sentence with 

a full stop. 

 

Spelling: Spell words 

by drawing on 

knowledge of known 

grapheme 

correspondences.  

Make phonetically 

plausible attempts 

when writing more 

complex unknown 

words.  

Handwriting: Form 

most lower-case 

letters correctly, 

starting and finishing 

in the right place, 

going the right way 

round and correctly 

orientated. Include 

spaces between 

words. 

 

Emergent writing: 
Show awareness of 
the different audience 
for writing. 
 
Write short 
sentences with 
words with known 
letter-sound 
correspondences 
using a capital letter 
and full stop. 
 
Composition: Write 
a simple narrative in 
short sentences with 
known letter-sound 
correspondences 
using a capital letter 
and full stop. 
Write different text 
forms for different 
purposes (e.g. lists, 
stories, instructions.  
Begin to discuss 
features of their own 
writing e.g. what kind 
of story have they 
written. 
Spelling:  Spell words 

by drawing on 

knowledge of known 

grapheme 

correspondences.  

Make phonetically 

plausible attempts 

when writing more 

complex unknown 

words e.g. using 

Phase 4 CCVCC 



  

 

Spell irregular 

common (tricky) 

words e.g., he, she, 

we, be, me 

independently. 

Handwriting: Use a 

pencil confidently to 

write letters that can 

be clearly recognised 

and form some capital 

letters correctly. 

Helicopter Story 
Writing 

Development 

Adults scribing and 
writing down word for 
word, child decides 
part he/she would like 
to play and then on a 
simple stage to act out 
the story. 

Adults are dictated to 

by the child, the adult 

says each word as it 

is written, pointing out 

gaps and punctuation. 

Re-reading and 

scanning and 

checking writing.  

Child begins to write 

the initial sound of a 

word and the adult 

continues to write the 

other parts of the 

story. 

Child knows groups 

of letters make up a 

word and a group of 

words make 

sentences. Child 

continues to write the 

initial sound of a 

word which may 

develop to a VC and 

a CVC words and the 

adult continues to 

write the other parts 

of the story. 

 

More phonetically 

correct words are 

written by child along 

with common words, 

e.g. ‘the’ and known 

tricky words. Can use 

a phonic mat or work 

bank to support. Adult 

writes any unknown 

words. 

 

Child takes the pen 

more and more, until 

eventually they are 

writing complete 

phrases. May still 

need a phonics mat 

to support. 

Child confident to 
write a simple short 
story, using a sound 
mat  to support. 

 


